that point, and you will not, I know, take it amiss that I should
make that clear in the plainest possible words.
I will ask the Governor of Bombay to arrange that any
communication from you should be sent through him, which
will I trust reduce delay in its transmission.
Yours sincerely,
M. K. Gandhi, Esq.                                          Linlithgow
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Detention Camp,
29th January, 1943
Dear Lord Linlithgow,
I must thank you warmly for your prompt reply to my
letter of 19th instant.
I wish I could agree with you that your letter is clear. I
am sure you do not wish to imply by clearness simply that you
hold a particular opinion strongly. I have pleaded and would
continue to plead till the last breath that you should at least
make an attempt to convince me of the validity of the opinion
you hold, that the August resolution of the Congress is
responsible for the popular violence that broke out on the 9th
August last and after, even though it broke out after the
wholesale arrests of principal Congress workers. Was not the
drastic and unwarranted action of the Government responsible
for the reported violence? You have not even said what part
of the August resolution is bad or offensive in your opinion.
That resolution is in no way a retraction by the Congress of
its policy of non-violence. It is. definitely against Fascism in
every shape or form. It tenders co-operation in war effort
under circumstances which alone can make effective and nation-
wide co-operation possible.
Is all this open to reproach?
Objection may be raised to that clause of the resolution
which contemplated civil disobedience. But that by itself cannot
constitute an objection since the principle of civil disobedience
is impliedly conceded in what is known as the "Gandhi-Irwin
Pact". Even that civil disobedience was not to be started before
knowing the result of the meeting for which I was to seek fronJ
you an appointment.                                        ,
Then, take the unproved and in my opinion unprovable
charges hurled against the Congress and me by so responsible
a Minister as the 'Secretary of State for India.
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